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From Our Rebbe

A Rabbi’s Pride

I've been a rabbi for a lot of years. As a
matter of fact, my hair and beard had lit-
tle, if any, gray when | was ordained. | have
witnessed a lot of happenings regarding
congregations, some making me feel really
good, others less than wonderful. | must
say, however, that never have | have ever
— felt prouder of a congregation than | have
over the past few months. Allow me to elaborate.

There are many events that stand out, but I'll limit this to a select
few that make me beam when | think about them. The first example
was our seder. Shir Chadash was only a month old, and a wonderful,
strictly kosher seder was put together as a result of some very hard
work by our membership. The Herculean task brought nearly 100 people
together to share the joy of our tradition, as well as each other’s
company. The feeling of Yiddishkeit, the joy on the faces of everyone
there, truly made me proud to be the rabbi of this congregation.
Congregants and guests told me they never experienced anything like
it in Saskatoon.

A second series of events were the Kristallnacht and Holocaust
Memorial services, respectively. Both were well attended. The deep
feeling that was evidenced by those who coordinated and were
present at the event sent shivers down my spine. No pomp, no flash,
no spectacle—just a tremendous devotion from congregants and guests
that filled the room.



The third example was the response to the tragic loss of Anthony
Lehrer. | began this article by saying I've been a rabbi for a long time. In
all that time, I've witnessed many tragic deaths, with the community
generally helping and supporting the mourners. None compared to the
response of the Shir Chadash membership. Without any “prompting,”
members were there in large numbers, from morning to night, doing
whatever they could and was necessary to comfort the family. Every-
where you looked there were Shir Chadash faces. This is truly the
face of Shir Chadash. This caring, genuineness, and willingness to
be compassionate for compassion’s sake was indescribable. Few things
will ever equal that exemplary act.

Still another note of pride was our first High Holy Days services.
There was excitement in the air appropriate to the occasion. There
was a sense of pride that | picked up from the congregants that this
was not merely our first High Holy Day services together, but the first
of many to come. As members and guests filled the room, each with our
shul's new machzor in hand, | felt a strange mixture of the humility of the
High Holy Days and the pride of a parent kvelling from their children.
It was beautiful. With each cantorial piece | sang, an added emotion
was behind it.

Lastly, we come to our sukkah. With Rube Goldberg-like efficiency,
a large sukkah was constructed, complete with tables and chairs, that
allowed our entire membership to gather after all services, “leishev ba-
sukkah,” to dwell in the sukkah. We ate, celebrated, shared and once
again experienced a Yiddishkeit that many said had never been felt.

In closing, there’s one prevalent thought entering my mind: That
with God'’s help, we will continue to go from strength to strength, with
pride in our Judaism, our shul, each other and ourselves.

Kein Y’hi Ratzon.

Rabbi Steven J. Kaplan
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...get well wishes to Jack Shiffman from Mary and Adam Melnychuk.

...condolences to Pat Young on the loss of her brother from Mary and
Adam Melnychuk.

...get well wishes to Myra Goldstein from Mary and Adam Melnychuk.
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...get well wishes to Colleen Golumbia from Joan and Peter Holdstock;
Libbie Good and Jordan Fingard; Linda Epstein.

...on the occasion of Mitchell Shectman’s Bar Mitzvah to Ann Schectman
from Allan and Kayla Dolovich; Linda Epstein, Ruth Epstein, the
Madsen family.

...happy birthday wishes to Rebecca Segal on her 104th!!! birthday
from Mary and Adam Melnychuk; Linda Epstein; Joan and Peter
Holdstock.

...happy birthday wishes to Bessie Moslovsky on her 90th birthday!!!
from Myra and Ben Goldstein.

...happy birthday wishes to Ben Goldstein from Joan and Peter
Holdstock.

...happy birthday wishes to Sam Gross from Rachel and Herman
Neumann.

...happy birthday wishes to Linda Epstein from Barbara Donen, Nadene
Avivi, and Bettie Paley.

...to recognize their friendship with Rachel and Herman Neumann from
Elaine and Irving Goldgenberg.

...in honour of their daughter Alison and in thanks for her teaching
position in Calgary from Elaine and Irving Goldgenberg.

Shir Chadash Sisterhood Donation Cards

Thank you to those who donated...

...happy birthday wishes to Mrs. Lily Albert from Myra and Ben
Goldstein.

...happy anniversary wishes to Bette Ellen and Harold Gonick from
Myra and Ben Goldstein.

...get well wishes to Herman Neumann from Mary and Adam Melnychuk.

Presidents’ Message

As we enter this New Year, 5761, | pause to reflect on the natural high
that | have been feeling for some time now. And | pause to reflect on
how much has been accomplished in so short a time at Shir
Chadash...and yet, it feels like it has been forever, like this is where |
am supposed to be. It occurs to me that my euphoria (and this is not
overstated) is that, despite the fact that my children (okay young women)
are not in Saskatoon, | am not alone. | have an ever-growing family
that surrounds me with joy and caring and love....I'm talking about
my Shir Chadash family. Although we are each different, there is a
mutual support that is unpretentious and honest. And | find that more
and more | want to be with these very special people.

It seems to me that our congregation is about people and caring
and lending a hand without hesitation, whether it is to organize a
potluck, or to make a donation, or to just be there for a fellow
congregant. And we have seen generosity and caring so often over the
past weeks and months...as people like Suzanne Basker and Myra
Goldstein and Gertie Gross and Rachel Neumann organize and cook
and bake (oy vey, my weigh-in is not going to be good)...as people like
Peter Holdstock and Harold Gonick spend hours of their time creating
and building a huge sukkah...and as people like Barb Donen and
Kayla Dolovich, the Hebrew School, and so many others help to decorate
it so that we can celebrate Sukkot as it should be celebrated...as the
sounds of the Shofar fills the sanctuary thanks to Allan Dolovich...(I
know this is run-on, but my cup runneth over)...and as we spread a
circle of love when the tragedy of an illness or a death occurs.

And the generosity spills over. We have had so many people out-
side our congregation to thank for their support, whether it is Steve
Gersten for giving so generously of his time to help us during the High
Holy Days, or those synagogues and individuals who have supplied us
with siddurim, chumashim and mahzorim.

Shir Chadash is about spirituality as well. We may be cash poor,
but we are spiritually very rich. And for this we have our very special
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Rabbi—our Rebbe—to thank. He has breathed life into our congrega-
tion. He has brought joy and learning and Judaism into our lives. We
are truly singing a new song and | know that its music will reach the
heavens.

Linda Epstein, Co-President

Condolences

Sincere condolences from all of us at Shir Chadash to Morris, Louise,
and Hannah Altman on the loss of Morris’ mother, Jenny Altman.

Condolences to our Kol Echad layout and design editor, Perry Millar,
on the loss of her uncle Alexander Wayman of Vancouver.

Get Well Wishes

Get well wishes to David Gersher’s father Michael Gersher, to Sarah
Furman'’s sister, Libe Zaldina, and to Barb Brown.

Speedy recovery to Yaron Basker following some orthopedic surgery.

From the Lehrers

We would like to express to you, our Shir Chadash family, our heart-
felt gratitude for all your support through our most difficult time, deal-
ing with the sudden and untimely passing of our beloved son, brother,
and grandson, Anthony. Your kind words, many hugs, cards, expres-
sions of sympathy, flowers, bounty of food, and donations were all
greatly appreciated. You are all truly very special and remarkable
friends.

Most sincerely,

The Lehrers
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Donation Cards

For more information on Shir Chadash donation cards or Shir Chadash
Sisterhood cards, contact Barbara Donen at 244-3879. Tell Barb if
you do not want to be mentioned in Kol Echad.

Thank you to those who donated...

...condolences to the Lehrer family on the loss of their son, grandson
and brother, Anthony from Myra and Benjamin Goldstein; Zara and
Morris Gurstein; Ann Schectman; Rachel and Herman Neumann;
Louise and Morris Altman; Elaine and Irving Goldgenberg; Sheryl and
Kjell Madsen and family; Mary Melnychuk.

...condolences to Lana and Mendy Landa on the death of their brother,
Lloyd from Mary Melnychuk.

...condolences to Gladys Rose and family on the loss of Kathy from
Mary Melnychuk.

...condolences to Edith Kliman, Liz and Larry Kliman and family on
the loss of Max Kliman from Bette Ellen and Harold Gonick; Judy and
Mitch Kassen and family; Barb and Harley Donen.

...condolences to Bette Ellen and Harold Gonick on the loss of their
Uncle Max Kliman from Mary and Adam Melnychuk.

...condolences to Perry Millar on the loss of her uncle, Alexander
Wayman from Linda Epstein and Ruth Epstein.

...get well wishes to Ida Epstein from Linda Epstein, Ruth Epstein, the
Madsen family.

...get well wishes to Myra Goldstein from Joan and Peter Holdstock;
Barb and Harley Donen; Rachel and Herman Neumann; Mary and
Alex Lehrer.

....get well wishes to Shirley Lipkin from Allan and Kayla Dolovich.

...get well wishes to Pauline Laimon from Rachel and Herman Neumann;
Joan and Peter Holdstock; Bette Ellen and Harold Gonick and family.



Yahrzeits

Heshvan 9-Tevet 7/5761
November 11/00—Jauary 2/01

Observed on

November 11/Heshvan 9
November 9/Heshvan 11

November 13/Heshvan 16
November 20/Heshvan 22
November 24/Heshvan 26
November 29/Kislev 2

November 20/Kislev 3

December 2//Kislev 5
December 6/Kislev 9
December 7/Kislev 10
December 8/Kislev 11
December 15/Kislev 17
December 21/Kislev 24
December 27/Tevet 1

December 28/Tevet 2
December 31/Tevet 5
January 2/Tevet 7

Name

Asher Lehrer
Clara Goldenberg
Rose Anna Rivkin (Baron)
Abe Sonnenschein
Lily Swartz
Nathan Buller
Moishe Gross
Adolf Lehrer

Julie Sarblut
Eleanor Segal
Anette Sternberg
Sarah Sharzer
Joseph Segal
Isaac Goldenberg
Jacob Neumann
Haim Kolominsky
Beatrice Chapman
Margaret Cohen
Chaje Goldenberg
Berta Golod
Joseph Donen

Apologies for any errors or omissions. Please let us know Yahrzeit dates
you observe by filling in forms provided at the Shul or by contacting Peter
Holdstock at 653-2162.

Jennie Altman Torah Fund

Thank you so much to the Sam and Judy Linhart Foundation for their
extremely generous donation to the Jennie Altman Torah Fund. This
fund has been set up in memory of Morris Altman’s mother, Jennie
and will enable Shir Chadash to purchase a Torah. Contact Joan
Holdstock for donations.

Upcoming Events

Kristallnacht

Service will start at 7:30 p.m. on Friday, November 10 because of
Kristallnacht.

Chanukah

The first night of Chanukah is Thursday,
December 21. We are hoping to see you all
at our Chanukah service and party on

Sunday, December 24 starting at 5:00

At Shir Chadash. There will be a brief
service followed by songs, dreidl games (bring your change!) and the
Rebbe’s famous latkes, of course! We encourage everyone to bring a
Chanukiah and candles. Remember to pick up one of the Rabbi’s

favourite brochres: the one on Chanukah.

Recent Events

Simchat Torah

Sukkot and especially Simchat Torah is a truly remarkable time to be

Jewish. Wonderful customs and rich symbolism abound. And we are
caught up in celebration as the period of the High Holy Days, the
period of inner reflection, draws to an end.
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Our Shir Chadash celebration of (Shmini Atzeret and) Simchat
Torah were nothing short of magic. The Hallel, chanted so beautifully
by our Rabbi and the Hakafot, both Saturday evening and Sunday
morning interspersed with jubilant singing of Jewish melodies and joy-
ous dancing with the Torahs brought full meaning to the holiday’s name:
truly a “joyous celebration of the Torah.” Thanks so much as well to the
talented assistance of Allan Dolovich whose singing beautifully blended
with the Rabbi's to enhance the services.

And as we heard the reading of the last portion of the Torah (Chatan
Torah) and the new cycle begin (Chatan Bereshit), we were once again
moved to consider the continuous cycle of Judaism, our own personal
cycle of life, and the ongoing cycle of our congregation.

News

Membership: A very warm welcome to the follow-
ing new members of Shir Chadash: Murray Brown,
Libbie Good, and Aleyna Gonick. We are looking
forward to seeing you at our services, simchas,
and events.

Books Have Arrived!!!! We have obtained copies
of Siddurim and Chumashim. Those who would

New Shir Chadash | |ike to make a donation for book plates for these
member  Aleyna

Gonick enjoys some | books should contact Kayla Dolovich. Thank you
time by the sea in

Acco, Israel to the following people who have already pur-
chased book plates:

e The Lehrers, in memory of Anthony.

e Eva and Louis Epstein of Vancouver in honour of their
parents, Sarah and Albert Epstein and Joe and Freda
Freedman.

* Gertie and Sam Gross in honour of “the Altmans.”

Der Yiddish Vinkel

(The Yiddish Corner)

by Sam Gross

Here are a few more common Yiddish expressions for your interest
and vocabulary expansion!

Aideler—a humble sensitive individual with refined qualities.

Balbos—the man of the house; the owner or manager of an estab-
lishment.

Balaboste—a praiseworthy woman who keeps an immaculate home;
a superb cook and an excellent baker.

Beryah—an energetic miz with lots of talent. A live wire who gets
things done in a hurry and in apple-pie fashion.

Gebenshter—one who is blessed with special gifts.

Heimisher—a friendly, folksy individual; the opposite to “snob.”
Koved—honour, glory, fame.

Kvell—to beam and glow with pride to gush and swell with pleasure.
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« Harold Gonick and Peter Holdstock for
designing and building the Sukkah
and to the many who helped in this
process and with the decorations.

* Suzanne Basker for arranging the
breaking of the fast meal and to all
those who brought the delicious food
so that we could share this special time together. Also to Shir
Chadash Sisterhood for assisting with the breaking of the fast meal,

for arranging the Kiddush potluck

luncheon on Sukkot (special thank
you to Rachel Neumann), and for
providing the refreshments for erev

Simchat Torah (special thank you

as well to Myra Goldstein and

Suzanne Basker).

* Herman Neumann for leading us in the ritual of the lulav andetrog
on Sukkot and for his ongoing assistance with Shabbat morning
services.

Our sincerest apologies to anyone we may have missed!
We cannot forget all of you who attend our services week after week
and give of yourselves in so many ways. Thank you!
You help make us the success story we are.
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Adult Education Classes: Adult Education will commence in November.
Our Rabbi Steven Kaplan will teach the following two series. All classes
are for one hour, from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m.

The Inner Temple: A look at the connection between the Holy
Temple and our daily lives based on the writings of Rebbe
Nachman—Mondays, November 6, 13, and 20.

Introduction to Kabbalah: An overview of the concepts found
in Jewish mysticism both theoretical and practical—Mondays,
December 4, 11, and 18.

Adult Literacy Classes: For adult Hebrew literacy classes contact Ruth
Epstein at 664-7124.

Hebrew School: We continue with our Hebrew school classes. For
children’s classes, contact Suzanne Basker at 374-9157. For pre-Bar/
Bat Mitzvah classes, contact Linda Epstein at 652-5345.

Shir Chadash Website: Have you had a chance to look at our fabu-
lous Website yet? It was set up by Geoff Guttman. If you have Web
access, have a look at <www.shirchadash.com> and follow the links!

Fundraising: Malvina Gersher and her committee have been working
fast and furious on the Froelich Festival scheduled for January and
have accomplished an amazing amount. However, they need some help
as the time draws closer. This promises to be a fabulous event. Contact
Malvina Gersher at 955-1028 to offer your assistance and support.

A Reminder to All: We have ongoing fundraising at Shir Chadash. One
of the little Shir Chadash “tzedakah boxes” has already been returned.
Pick them up at the shul and bring them back full!

There are also note cards for sale at only $5 per package, available
at the shul.

And the ever soft cushions to put your tush on for only $15—
Contact Barb Donen.

Every little bit helps and we appreciate the generosity that all our
members have shown both with their time and their money.
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Shir Chadash Sisterhood News: The next Shir Chadash Sisterhood
meeting will be on Sunday, November 12 at Barb Donen’s home, 18
Churchill Drive. The topic of the program will be Jewish Book Month.
Please bring a list or an actual copy of your favourite Jewish content or
Jewish- authored books. We hope to see you there.

Hadassah-Wizo News: The next meeting of Hadassah-Wizo will be
November 14. This will be an opportunity to meet Noah Reich of Israel.
Contact Linda for details. Anyone wishing to sell raffle tickets for a
meal for eight prepared in the winner’'s home should contact Linda
Epstein. There will be a Youth Aliyah event on December 3 at the
Saskatoon Club. More information to follow.

Simchas, Thank Yous,
& Announcements

Congratulations to Mrs. Rebecca Segal (Gertie's mother) who recently
celebrated her 104th birthday!!!!

Congratulations to Kerri Madsen on her engagement to Noland Nestorik.
Noland’'s romantic proposal took place while the couple were floating
over Saskatoon in a hot air balloon!

Congratulations to Aviva and Alon Zack on the purchase of their first
home. The couple resides in Edmonton.

Thank you to Alf Baron who will be laying a wreath in memory of the
fallen soldiersat Saskatoon’s Remembrance Day Services on November
11. Rabbi Kaplan will also be sending amessage on behalf of Shir
Chadash.

Congratulations to our Rabbi on the second anniversary of his arrival in
Canada. We are so lucky that he chose to come to our cold (but dry)
climes from sunny Florida. As you know, he has entered our warm hearts.

Barb Donen is presenting a lecture on ethnic considerations in Palliative
Care: A Jewish Perspective on November 8 at the University of
Saskatchewan.
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Our appreciation to the Centre of Applied Judaism for sending Jewish
calendars for our congregation.

Mazal tov to Gertie and Sam Gross on the purchase of and move into
their new condo.

Thank you to the following people who helped to make Rosh Hashanah,
Yom Kippur, Sukkot, and Simchat Torah successful:

« Rabbi Steven Kaplan for making the High Holy Days so meaningful to
all of us.

« Dr. Steve Gersten for generously donating his time as our cantor.

« Evelyn and Irving Goldenberg of Vancouver for donating enough
machzorim for all for the Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur serv-
ices. The books were donated in memory of Sarah and Jack
Goldenberg.

*The Madsen family for donating an ark for the Torahs.

« Linda Epstein for serving as Gabbai, for letting us build the
Sukkah in her yard, and for her generous hospitality in opening
her home for kiddush lunches during Sukkot.

* Mary Melnychuk for chairing the committee to arrange aliyot for
the High Holy Days. Mary also chairs the Shir Chadash Ritual
Committee.

« Allan Dolovich for being our shofar blower for the High Holy Days
— and especially his tremendous final sounding of the shofar to
end the Yom Kippur service. Thank you also for chanting the

haftorah so beautifully the second

day of Sukkot and on Simchat Torah.

.« Shiffman family for providing the
beautiful white flower arrangement
for Rosh Hashanah! Also to Shir
Chadash Sisterhood for providing
flowers for Yom Kippur.



